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Wellhead protection of public water supply wells
Everyone benefits!

Wellhead protection is a means
of protecting public water supply

wells by preventing contaminants from
entering the area that contributes water
to the well or well field. A wellhead
protection area is determined by
geologic and hydrologic criteria, such as
the physical characteristics of the
aquifer and the effects that pumping
has on the rate and direction of
groundwater movement. A
management plan is developed for the
wellhead protection area that includes
identifying potential sources of
groundwater contamination,
monitoring for the presence of specific
contaminants, and managing existing
and future land and water uses that
pose a threat to groundwater quality. 

The Minnesota Groundwater
Protection Act of 1989 granted the
Commissioner of Health authority to
develop wellhead protection measures
for wells serving public water supplies;
this rule does not apply to private wells.
This action was in response to the 1986
amendment to the federal Safe Drinking
Water Act in which states are required to
implement wellhead protection
programs for public water supply wells.
Minnesota Rules, parts 4720.5100 to

4720.5590, constitute the Minnesota
Wellhead Protection Program.

While a wellhead protection plan
provides owners of public water supply
wells with an exceedingly useful “tool”
for providing a safe drinking water
supply to their customers, the long-term
goals are beneficial to all residents of
Minnesota. These goals: 
• Reduce the use of costly treatment
facilities, 
• Avoid the drilling of new wells, and 
• Avoid the need to clean up
contaminated groundwater. 

If you would like more information
about wellhead protection, contact Glen
Gerads at 952-563-8775 or the Minnesota
Department of Health, Source Water
Protection Unit, at 651-201-4700.

Get involved

Your water meets all federal,
state and local guidelines.

Public Works welcomes your input
on water quality issues. For
information, contact Water Quality
Supervisor Jon Eaton at 
952-563-4501.

If you have questions about
your water or need assistance,
please give us a call or visit the
City’s Web site at
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Water Plant.

Water Plant (24 hours a day)
952-563-4905

TTY (8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., M-F) 
952-563-8740

Ensuring your safety
Bloomington’s water
surpassed all requirements

At the City of Bloomington, 
our goal is to provide you with

high-quality, safe, reliable drinking
water that meets every federal and
state water quality requirement. This
report contains information about the
sources, treatment process and history
of our water system. The page four
summary provides the results of
water quality monitoring on
Bloomington’s water sources from
January 1 to December 31, 2007, by the
Minnesota Department of Health, the
City of Minneapolis and our own
laboratories. We also answer the most
common questions that people have
about our water. This report is meant
to advance your understanding of
drinking water and heighten
awareness of the need to protect
precious water resources.

Este informe contiene
información muy importante. Si
necesita una traducción del
mismo, sírvase llamar al
952-563-4957 V/TTY.

Warbixintaan waxaa ku jira
macluumaad aad muhiim u ah.
Haddii aad u baahan tahay in
laguu turjumo, fadlan la xiriir
952-563-4957 V/TTY. 
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Recognize and manage all
possible sources of pollution on your
property. Street litter, motor oil,
antifreeze, pesticides, herbicides,
fertilizers, yard and pet waste,
household hazardous wastes and
paint are a few pollutants that find
a way into the drinking water
source. 

Use hazardous products as
directed and dispose of them
properly. Questions on proper
disposal can be
directed to
Hennepin County
at 612-348-3777. 

You can help
safeguard water 
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As the City of Bloomington celebrates its Sesquicentennial, the
Bloomington Utilities Division is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
How did the Utilities Division begin? Following World War II,

there was an extreme demand for housing across the United States.
The Village of Bloomington had considerable open land that was
relatively level with a high water table. Such land was ideal for the
mass production of housing. During the housing boom in the 1950s,
Bloomington grew from a population of 10,000 to about 52,000.
Bloomington was considered to be the largest community in the
United States without any water or sewer system.     

In 1958, State Health Department
surveys indicated that almost 80 percent
of the shallow water wells serving
homes and businesses in Bloomington
were seriously contaminated and posed
a significant “health hazard.” Citizens

and elected officials acted
quickly to approve the
beginning of a utilities
division and a utilities
construction program
was immediately started.
By the end of 1969, 285 miles of water
main, 2,300 hydrants, 4,900 valves and
23 million gallons of water storage had
been installed or built.

Growing demands on the system
were met by installing more water
distribution and sanitary collection
piping, water towers and reservoirs, a
second pressure zone to serve higher
elevations, a booster station to move the
water to the new pressure zone, lift
stations to move waste water to regional
treatment facilities and six deep
municipal wells, and a treatment plant. 

With these important
improvements, Bloomington customers
can expect decades of continued,
dependable service. As we celebrate our
50th year, we will continue to focus on
innovative solutions to water treatment
and production while minimizing
overall costs to the consumer. Simply
stated, Bloomington’s Utilities Division
provides “Quality Services at an
Affordable Price.”  

For more information, visit the City
of Bloomington’s Web site, www.ci.
bloomington.mn.us, keyword: Water.  

After wells were found to be contaminated, the community
moved swiftly to install a sewer and water system that won
Bloomington the All-American City Award. 

Celebrating 50 years of service
Bloomington Utilities Division provides clean, safe water
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